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The book Chuknagar Genocide Muntassir Mamoon
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document-oriented account of : 3!

the horrific massacre that took = 665

place on May 20, 1971, in the \\ﬂ\s
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Edited by Muntassir Mamoon, %

the volume brings together |

eyewitness testimonies, official

records, archival documents, | ‘

and scholarly analysis to [ il Tesre

present a comprehensive picture © 7 o

of the Chuknagar massacre. = 1971=512:;1‘$:&Li£?$ and Museum Trst

The book explains that Chuknagar was an important refugee transit
point at the time, where thousands of people from southern
Bangladesh had gathered with the intention of fleeing to India.
Taking advantage of this situation, the Pakistani military forces and
their local collaborators carried out a planned attack on the
assembled civilians.

The volume describes how the attackers exploited the defenceless
condition of the refugees, opening indiscriminate fire and carrying
out mass killings. It also documents the hurried burial of bodies and
the dumping of corpses into nearby rivers. Eyewitness accounts
vividly portray the horror of the massacre, the cries of the victims,
the atmosphere of terror, and local memories regarding the scale of
casualties. Researchers interpret this massacre not merely as a
military operation, but as a deliberate project of mass destruction
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aimed at stopping the refugee flow and breaking the morale of the
population.

In addition, the book discusses the social and familial consequences
that followed the massacre, including the loss of relatives, the
search for missing persons, the psychological trauma experienced
by surviving women, and the long-term demographic changes in the
area. The work makes a significant contribution to the
documentation of the Chuknagar genocide, the cultivation of
memory, and its positioning within international genocide studies.

One of the major strengths of the book is its integrated use of
testimonies, photographs, documents, local memory, and historical
interpretation, which provides a solid foundation for further
research on the Chuknagar genocide. However, the discussion of
international comparative perspectives and theoretical debates in
genocide studies is relatively limited.

Sukumar Biswas, Execution —
Grounds and Mass Graves of
1971, Anupam Prakashani,
2015

Execution Grounds and Mass
Graves of 1971 is a research-
based documentation of the
killing fields, mass graves, and
execution sites scattered across
Bangladesh  following  the
genocide committed by the
Pakistani military and their
collaborators during the 1971
Liberation War. In this work,
Dr. Sukumar Biswas compiles
a comprehensive record by
drawing on field-level data,
physical traces, eyewitness
testimonies, local histories, and
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geographical documentation.

The book demonstrates how, in the aftermath of the genocide, the
disappearance of bodies, enforced disappearances of civilians, piles
of unidentified corpses, and abandoned mass graves remained as
enduring markers of the brutality of 1971. It identifies execution
grounds and mass graves across various districts and sub-districts,
presenting their geographical locations, the processes of killing, and
the identities of the targeted victims.

The author explains that some execution sites were militarily
prepared killing grounds, while others functioned simultaneously as
centers of arrest, torture, and execution. The book also sheds light
on the social processes that followed the genocide, including
families’ searches for missing relatives, the recovery and burial of
bodies, and the construction of memorials.

Furthermore, the volume raises awareness about the importance of
preserving genocide memory and ensuring official state
documentation. It argues that execution grounds and mass graves
are not merely remnants of the past, but essential elements of
national memory, justice, and human rights discourse.

One of the major strengths of the book lies in its extensive field
research, systematic data collection, and document-based
presentation, which effectively connects local memory with national
history. However, the discussion of international genocide
anthropology and comparative genocide studies remains relatively
limited.

Chowdhury Shahid Kader, Bangladesh Genocide 1971: Religion,
Gender and Geography, Mowla Brothers, 2022

Bangladesh Genocide 1971: Religion, Gender and Geography offer
a detailed and analytical study of the genocide committed during
Bangladesh’s Liberation War. In this work, Chowdhury Shahid
Kader examines the nature, impact, and context of the 1971
genocide from three principal perspectives: religion, gender, and
geographical dynamics.
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The book argues that the | EMES
genocide of 1971 was not R

confined to political or military [§ SIS [TA*T 21 T297] 59D
violence alone. Rather, it FAlRES 4{[ f%rf,f CECIRIGH
involved the targeted persecution | ¥

of religious minorities, |§ ’
systematic ~ sexual  violence Bl (oIR8 BT
against women, and varying
patterns of repression across
different geographical regions— [
both remote villages and urban
centres. Through these
dimensions, the author highlights
the multidimensional character
of the genocide.

Kader demonstrates how the
armed forces and their local
collaborators deliberately targeted specific communities and used
sexual violence against women as a calculated strategy to produce
social and psychological devastation. The book presents examples
of massacres, sexual assaults, arson, and destruction that took place
in various districts and sub-districts. Importantly, violence against
women is analysed not merely as physical assault, but as part of a
broader process of social and psychological destruction.

The study also explores how the patterns and consequences of
genocide differed according to religion, gender, and geographical
location. The author emphasizes the urgent need to preserve the
memory of the genocide, document survivors’ testimonies and
experiences, and incorporate these histories into academic curricula.
The work is presented not only as a record of past atrocities, but
also as a vital resource for contemporary and future justice, social
awareness, and human rights education.

One of the book’s major strengths lies in its multidimensional

analytical framework, which integrates religious, gender-based, and
geographical perspectives. However, the discussion of community
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reconstruction and the long-term ethical and psychological impacts
on affected populations remains comparatively limited.

Yarin Eski (edt.), Genocide
and Victimology, Routledge
2021

Genocide and Victimology is an
important volume in the
Routledge Studies in Genocide
and Crimes Against Humanity 5
series. The book “primarily  gengeinE AND VICTIMOLOGY
seeks to understand genocide

from the perspective of victims ke

and survivors. According to the
contributors, genocide is not
solely a matter of state policy,
political ideology, or military
violence; it must also be
examined through the lived {
experiences, suffering,
memories, struggles for justice,
and processes of social reintegration of those who are directly
affected.

The volume explains how particular groups are gradually identified
and constructed as “targets” or ‘“enemies,” and how state
propaganda, legal systems, administrative measures, and social
narratives legitimize violence against them. At the same time, the
book discusses the psychological trauma of survivors and families
after genocide, as well as issues of memory preservation, testimony,
and demands for justice.

The book draws on multiple case studies, including the Holocaust,
the Armenian Genocide, the Rwandan Genocide, the Bosnian
Genocide, the Cambodian genocide, and violence against
Indigenous peoples. These examples illustrate how, in different
countries and historical contexts, the status, recognition, dignity,
and compensation of victims and their families often become
subjects of political debate.
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The book argues that the stories of victims and survivors are not
merely part of past history; they continue to shape contemporary
politics, human rights discourse, court proceedings, reparations,
memorialization, truth-seeking processes, and even international
relations.

At the same time, the volume acknowledges that recognition for
victims is not always easily achieved. State interests, power politics,
denial, political competition, and international diplomacy often
constrain or marginalize victims’ voices.

One of the major strengths of the book lies in its interdisciplinary
approach, integrating history, law, politics, memory studies,
psychology, and human rights perspectives. However, a more
detailed discussion of grassroots victim organizations, local-level
advocacy, and community reconstruction efforts would have further
enriched the analysis and opened additional avenues for future
research.

Jeffrey S. Bachman (edt.),
Cultural Genocide: Law,
Politics and Global
Manifestations, Routledge, 2019

Cultural Genocide: Law,
Politics and Global
Manifestations is a significant
contribution to the Routledge
Studies in Genocide and Crimes
Against Humanity series. The B by
volume examines the concept of ‘ \
“cultural genocide” through the
lenses of international law,
politics, and global realities.

Routledye Studies in Gewocide and Crinws against Humanity

CULTURAL GENOCIDE

LAW, POLITICS, AND GLOBAL MANIFESTATIONS

The central argument of the
book is that genocide is not
limited to the  physical
destruction of a people; it may also involve the systematic
destruction of a group’s language, religion, culture, education,
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heritage, identity, history, and collective memory. Cultural
annihilation, therefore, can function as a deliberate strategy of group
destruction even in the absence of mass killing.

The contributors show that because the term “cultural genocide”
was ultimately excluded from the Genocide Convention adopted by
the United Nations, such forms of violence often lack formal legal
recognition. As a result, accountability and justice become more
complicated. In many cases, states pursue cultural destruction
indirectly—through educational policies, language prohibitions,
forced religious conversion, separation of Indigenous children from
their families, destruction of monuments, alteration of textbooks,
and the rewriting of history—without engaging in overt mass
killing.

The book analyzes several global examples, including violence
against Indigenous peoples in North America, the Canadian
residential  (boarding) school system, Australia’s “Stolen
Generations,” cultural repression in Tibet and among Uyghur
Muslims, the destruction of religious heritage in the Balkans, and
the cultural annihilation inflicted upon Armenians. In these cases,
issues of state sovereignty, international politics, and the interests of
powerful states further complicate recognition and accountability.

The volume argues that understanding cultural genocide requires
more than legal analysis alone. A multidimensional approach—
incorporating history, anthropology, human rights studies, memory
studies, and diplomatic relations—is essential to fully grasp its
scope and consequences.

One of the book’s major strengths lies in its global comparative
perspective and its clear exposition of the limitations within existing
legal frameworks. However, a more detailed discussion of
grassroots recovery efforts—such as language revitalization,
cultural reconstruction, and community-led memory preservation—
would have further enriched the analysis and opened new avenues
for future research.
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Nicholas A. Jones, The Courts
of Genocide: Politics and the
Rule of Law in Rwanda and
Arusha, Routledge, 2010 Politics and the Rule of Law

in Rwanda and Arusha

The Courts of Genocide

The Courts of Genocide is an
important study of post-genocide
justice in Rwanda, focusing on Micholas Az Jong
the relationship between law,
politics, and international
accountability after the Rwandan
Genocide. Jones examines how
two distinct judicial
mechanisms—the domestic
Gacaca courts in Rwanda and the
International Criminal Tribunal
for Rwanda (ICTR) established
in Arusha, Tanzania—prosecuted the same genocide under very
different institutional, political, and legal frameworks.

The book argues that genocide trials are not merely legal
procedures; they are deeply intertwined with memory, justice, social
reconstruction, political authority, and international relations.
Rwanda’s community-based Gacaca system was designed to
address an overwhelming number of cases quickly and to promote
social reconciliation at the grassroots level. In contrast, the
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), based in
Arusha, emphasized international legal standards, state
accountability, and the prosecution of high-ranking perpetrators.

According to Jones, while these two systems were in some ways
complementary, they also generated tensions and contradictions.
The Rwandan government frequently criticized the ICTR for being
slow, costly, and distant from local realities. Conversely,
international observers often questioned whether the Gacaca courts
sufficiently safeguarded due process and defendants’ rights.

The book demonstrates that in post-genocide contexts, law and
politics are inseparable. State strategies, victims’ demands,
international human rights norms, and global power dynamics all
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shape the functioning of justice mechanisms. Trials do not only
punish perpetrators; they also influence ethnic relations, collective
memory, moral discourse, and the broader project of rebuilding
society.

One of the book’s major strengths lies in its interpretation of
judicial mechanisms not merely as legal institutions, but as political
and social processes. It also insightfully explores how post-genocide
states attempt to balance justice and reconciliation. However, a
more sustained engagement with victims’ testimonies, survivor
trauma, and lived experiences would have made the analysis even
more comprehensive.

Paul Behrens, Olaf
Jensen, Nicholas Terry,
Holocaust and Genocide Denial:

A Contextual  Perspective,
Routledge, 2017

Holocaust and Genocide Denial:
A Contextual Perspective is an
important study that analyses
genocide denial from historical,
political, legal, and social
perspectives. The book argues

that denial is not merely the SR UANIRREIISS
rejection of historical facts; IEESEEEEESE

rather, it is an active political
process aimed at evading
perpetrator accountability, rewriting history, weakening the memory
and identity of victims, and potentially creating conditions for future
violence.

Holocaust and
Genocide Denial

A Contextual Perspective

The authors examine various forms of denial in relation to the
Holocaust, including distortion of evidence, minimizing victim
numbers, questioning the authenticity of documents, shifting blame
onto others, and justifying crimes under the pretext of war. Similar
patterns of denial are identified in cases such as the Rwandan
Genocide, the Armenian Genocide, the Bosnian Genocide, and
violence against Indigenous peoples.
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The book conceptualizes denial across four interconnected levels:

1. State Level — where governments directly deny atrocities or
promote alternative narratives.

2. Intellectual Level — where certain writers, scholars, or
institutions manufacture “debate” or false equivalence.

3. Social and Cultural Level — where media, films,
textbooks, and memory politics reshape or obscure
historical truth.

4. International Level — where diplomacy, alliances, and
geopolitical interests influence recognition or denial.

The authors demonstrate that genocide denial is not simply a
historiographical issue but a moral and political struggle. Its effects
prolong the psychological trauma of victimized communities.
Efforts such as memory preservation, testimony collection,
memorial construction, curriculum reform, and judicial processes
must therefore confront denial directly.

One of the book’s major strengths lies in its contextual approach—
analysing why, when, and in whose interest’s denial occurs. It also
effectively highlights the relationship between memory politics and
international power structures. However, a more detailed discussion
of the role of local victim communities and intergenerational
memory formation would have further enriched the study.

Hannibal Travis, Genocide, Ethnonationalism, and the United
Nations, Routledge, 2013

Genocide, Ethnonationalism, and the United Nations analyses the
relationship between genocide, ethnonationalism, and the role of the
United Nations in preventing and responding to mass atrocities. The
author argues that since 1945, genocides have not occurred solely
due to political or military factors; rather, they have often been
driven by extreme forms of ethnonationalist ideology, identity
politics, and the complexities of state and international policies.
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The book contends that state
decision-making, political interests,
international inaction, and
institutional limitations within the
United Nations have played
significant roles in  enabling
genocidal violence. Travis maintains
that, in several instances, timely
intervention and more effective use

. . Genocide, Ethnonationalism, and
of UN mechanisms might have EUEVEERNCTES

prevented or mitigated atrocities.

Aass Killing
The study includes case analyses [N
such as the Rwandan Genocide, the
Bosnian Genocide, the civil war in
Sierra Leone, and post-election
violence in Kenya. These examples
demonstrate how ethnic conflict and nationalist extremism
heightened the risk of mass violence. The book also examines how
the United Nations attempted to manage such crises through
peacekeeping operations, mediation efforts, and the enforcement of
international law, though political constraints and practical obstacles
often limited success.

Travis emphasizes that effective genocide prevention requires
coordinated action among international policy frameworks, UN
institutional mechanisms, early warning systems, and local social
reconstruction efforts.

One of the book’s major strengths lies in its clear articulation of the
connection between the causes of genocide and the nature of
international responses. However, the discussion of local
community resilience and grassroots policy impact is comparatively
limited.

Md Read Hossain
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