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Truth will come to light; murder cannot be hid long
Shakespeare, Merchant of Venice
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“Hindus undeniably special focus of military brutality. Several
large fires witnessed night of March 30-31. Shots heard
emanating from on burning area. Congen locals say most of
these areas predominently Hindu.”
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“Hardest hit have been members of the Hindu community
who have been robbed of their lands and shops, systematically
slaughtered, and in some places, painted with yellow patches
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“The genocide and gendercidal atrocities were also
perpetrated by lower-ranking officers and ordinary soldiers.
These ‘willing executioners’ were fueled by an abiding anti-
Bengali racism, especially against the Hindu minority. "Bengalis
were often compared with monkeys and chickens. Said General
Niazi, ‘It was a low-lying land of low-lying people.” The Hindus
among the Bengalis were as Jews to the Nazis: scum and vermin
that [should] best be exterminated. As to the Moslem Bengalis,
they were to live only on the sufferance of the soldiers: any
infraction, any suspicion cast on them, any need for reprisal,
could mean their death. And the soldiers were free to kill at will.
The journalist Dan Coggin quoted one Pakistani captain as
telling him, ‘We can kill anyone for anything. We are
accountable to no one.’ This is the arrogance of Power.”®
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community have witnessed either burning down of Hindu
villages, Hindu enclaves in Dacca and shooting of Hindus
attempting [to] escape carnage, or have witnessed after-effects
which [are] visible throughout Dacca today.”*
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.. we were told to kill the Hindus and Kafirs (non-believer in
God). One day in June, we cordoned a village and were ordered
to kill the Kafirs in that area. We found all the village women
reciting from the Holy Quran, and the men holding special
congregational prayers seeking God’s mercy. But they were
unlucky. Our commanding officer ordered us not to waste any
time.” — Confession of a Pakistani Soldier***
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“All through the liberation war, able-bodied young men were
suspected of being actual or potential freedom fighters.
Thousands were arrested, tortured, and killed. Eventually, cities
and towns became bereft of young males who either took refuge
in India or joined the liberation war.” Especially “during the first
phase” of the genocide, he writes, “young able-bodied males

were the victims of indiscriminate killings.”*

“The Pakistan army [sought] out those especially likely to
join the resistance — young boys. Sweeps were conducted of
young men who have never been seen again. Bodies of youths
would be found in fields, floating down rivers, or near army
camps. As can be imagined, this terrorized all young men and
their families within reach of the army. Most between the ages of
fifteen and twenty-five began to flee from one village to another
and toward India. Many of those reluctant to leave their homes
were forced to flee by mothers and sisters concerned for their

safety.”*
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