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"One of the most horrible revelations concerns 563 young
Bengali women, some only 18, who have been held captive
inside Dacca’s dingy military cantonment since the first days of
the fighting. Seized from Dacca University and Private homes
and forced into military brothels, the girls are three to five
months pregnant. The army is reported to have enlisted Bengali
gynecologists to abort girls held at military installations. But for
those at the Dacca cantonment it is too late for abortion the
Military has began freeing the girls a few at a time, still carmying
the babies of Pakistani soldiers.”
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[**11 15 a expression of the German parliament’s commitment
to honour the murdered victims. Keep alive the memory of these
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inconceivable events in German history and to admonish all
future generations never again to violate buman rights, to defend
the democratic constitutional state at all times, to secure equality
before the law for all people and risist all forms of dictatorship
and regimen based on viclence."]
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unprecedented scale, the systematic genocide of European jew’s
will forever retain an unparalled significance in German
commemaorative culture. It is our responsibility to remember
these crimes and to commemorate the victims in a dignified
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that would not be easy. Because at no other time in history had a

nation, a people, admitted to and wvisibly documented such a
tremendous crime committed in its name.”
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Jeffery C. Alexander, The Dark side of Modermnity, P.1, quoted in

Imtisz Ahmed (ed.) Gemocide ard Mass Violence, Politics af

Singularity, Dhaka, 2019, Intreduction p. vvi-xvii.

"'As modernity emerged, so did colonial expansion; as modernity

intensified, colonial domination deepened in the name of

Enlightenment and civilization. From Napoleon onward, modern

nations waged wars for progress with heinous weapons forged by

technological reasons. In the middle of the twentieth century,

Germany, a nation of scientific and Enlightenment Bildung,

committed genocidal murder apainst six million Jews and killed

million more innocents and soldiers in a war almost succeeded in

returning Europe to medicval times, Two decades later, the

American Air Force tried bombing Vieinam back to the Stone
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“‘Genocide has two phases, One destruction of the national
patterns of the oppressed group; the other the is position of
national pattern of the oppressors.” Raphael Lemkin's Axvis Rule in
Crecupied Europe: Laws of Occupation - Analysis of Governiment -
Froposals for Redress, (Washington, D.C.: Camegie Endowment
for International Peace, 1944)
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“Genocide means act committed with the intent to destroy whole
or in part any national, ethnic racial or religious group as such.™
Yasmin Saikia, Women War and Making of Bangladesh:
Remembering (971,
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A R, Susan Brownmiller, Against Our Will: Men, Women &
Rape, New York, 1975,
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o). "A stream of victims and eyewitnesses tell how truck load of
Pakistani soldiers and their hirling rojakars swooped down on
village in the night, rounding up women by force. Some were
raped on the spot. Others were carried off to military campounds.
Some women were still there when Indian troops battled their way
into Pakistani stragholds, Weeping survivors of villages razed
because they were suspected siding with the Mukti Bahini freedom
fighters told how wives were raped before the eyes of their bound
husbands, whe were put to death. Just how much it was the work
of Pakastani ‘regulars' is not clear. Pakistani officers maintain that
their men were too disciplined fot that sort of thing."

Report of Joseph Friend, quoted in Brownmiller, ap cif.
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