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Frontier started publishing news and articles about Bangladesh from
March 1971. This trend continued till December, even until the first
half of the following year. Though the radical Marxists were vacillating
about Bangladesh, for the West Bengal Marxists, however, it was not
possible to ignore the war. Refugees entered the West Bengal in
thousands - it was not the only worrying point; the Marxists were
deeply curious about the liberation war itself, about its direction, the
tum of events and the fate of the emerging state, Bangladesh. An
overwhelming emotion dwarfed every other consideration. That's why
there was no issue in which something about Bangladesh was not
published,

During this time, Frontier published a history of Bangladesh, research
articles on the background of the liberation war, readers’ opinions in
the letter column, and news and views about the freedom fight from
other newspapers and periodicals included in the section named
clippings, in addition to eyewitness accounts of what happened. ...
Frontier evaluated the liberation war from a Chinese theoretical
premise,

Samar Sen, however, wrote that he didn't like the Chinese attitude.
Neither did many. So be wrote: "During the Bangladesh crisis it
became evideni that supporters of existing economic, social and
political system has increased very much.”

Many political parties in India may not have supported Congress, but
on Bangladesh quesiion they didn't oppose much either, Recognizing
this, Samar Sen wrote satincally that *_.dering Bangladesh crisis our
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national integrity took an extraordinary shape. All the intellectuals were
emotionally excited. Writing flooded the newspapers, May [be] that was
natural for different reasons. But the main cause was antipathy towards
Pakistan. And there wers many explanations for that. Besides, many
refugees were staying in this country [India). Cruel torture of Pakistani
soldiers, millions of homeless people, disintegrated families-these were
the causes of the excitement. Bul at the same time, our leftist
mntellectuals should have a clear perception about government's aim
and policy. It is not unexpected to wish [for] attitude based on reality
from them in time of crisis. But the throaty voice of Mujib, different
stories of the exiles, Tagore songs, golden Bengal-all these made a
wonderful kitchun (pot-pouri), which don't help neither the young nor
the old. With the exception of few political parties, all others were fine
tuncd. Each and everybody in the country agreed on the virginity of the
government™ {Babu Brittanta).

I have quoted Samar Sen at length to give an idea of the anxieties the
leftists went through during the turmoil of 1971, They were not able 1o
support the Bangladesh cause from a theoretical premise, but at the
same time inwardly they couldn’t but support it. From their Marxist
praxis the liberation war of Bangladesh was a subject of much debate:
Indira Gandhi was criticized, China was defended, but at the end of the
day everybody wanted that Bangladesh should win and the people of
Bangladesh should be free. Frontier illustrates all these pictures, This
anthology may be of use to understand how our liberation war was
evaluated in a specific time by a specific party or a group of people,
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In regards to the declaration of independence of Bangladesh, the
Indonesian Observer made several reports. On 27 March, 1971,
refereing AP, this paper printed the headline "Mujib Declares
Independent Bangladesh™ and stated the following report:

Civil war broke out in East Pakistan Friday as President Agha
Mahammed Yahya Khan sought to reimpose martial law in the
province and Awami League Leader Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
proclaimed independence .. As Yahya was speaking (in a 20
minute broadcast on 26 March) Indian Radio picked up a message
broadcast from clandestine radio transmitters inside East Pakistan
announcing unilateral independenee for the province... The Sheikh
has declared the 75 million people of East Pakistan as citizens of
the sovereign independent Bangladesh (Bengali) nation, *Indian
monitors reported an announcer saying from an Independent
Bangla station named "Voice of Desh".

The Djakarta Times also published a report on 29 March, 1971,
under a headline titled ‘Bangladesh Republic Proclaimed'.
Another Australian daily... The Age ... pointed out the facts of
declaration of Bangladesh by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in its
editorial of 29 March, 1971.

- The Djakarta Times Highlighted the immediate cause of the
beginning of the Bangladesh Liberation War in a long essay titled
‘Massacre in East Pakistan® published on 6 April, 1971. It stated:
The Civil War in East Pakistan, which has claimed thousands or
even lens of thousands of lives, would not have been so notorious
as it is, had force been met by force, had the Fast Pakistanis
launched an armed rebellion. As it tumed out, what the Pakistani
army is deoing in East Pakistan in killing unarmed people,
including women and children, simply because they demanded
autonomy from the Central Government in Islamabad in order to
improve their s,
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The way in which the people of East Pakistan pursued their

autonomy is legal. The people who supported Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman-were oppressed and brutally killed, and the massacre is
still going on. :

What is being launched in East Pakistan, therefore, is not a
military action against an armed rebellion but a war of genocide.
As such, it cannot be justified on the guise of "internal affairs” of
Fakistan but should be taken as a matter of grave concemn by the
whole mankind. Where and when mankind is subjected to brutal
killing, mankind in other parts of the globe should do something to
halt it .... It may be advisable for other international organizations
and heads of state or government of other countries including
Indonesia, to raise their voices over the brutal massacre. Mankind
should not remain silent over the oppression and wanton killing of
fellow mankind in East Pakistan,

During the Liberation war of Bangladesh the Pakistan army and
their eollaborators had committed the ugliest possible genocide in
Bangladesh. They killed about 3 million innocent and unarmed
people and raped about 200,000 women. The dailies of South East
Asia did not overlook it. The Jndonesian Ohserver reported on 30
March, 1971 that,"The (Pakistan) army's American M24 tanks
artillery and infantry destroyed large parts East Pakistan's largest
city and provincial capital "

The Djakarta times, referring to British woman evacuees, reported
on 2 April, 1971 that,

The road from my home to Dacea Airport was a mass grave... that
reports of 300,000 deaths in the conflict were no exaggeration ...
asked a Pakistan air force officer why they had to kill children, he
replied: if you leave the child an orphan, he will grow up to be
anti-West Pakistan. That's the best way to curb revenge...

During the liberation war, about 10 million people took shelter in
the border areas of India. Like the western media, the media of
South East Asia highlighted the refuges problems with much
importance. The Indonesian Observer reported on 30 March,
1971, that "Thousands fled the city with only what they could
carry”. The Diakaria Times stated on 25 May, 1971:

For fear of death and dishonor at the cruel hands of West Pakistan
troops, people are fleeing from cities to villages, from villages to
the border and from border across the Indian Territory, About two
million people have already crossed over to India...
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On 30 March, 1971, the /ndomesian Observer reported that
“Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's forces appreared Monday to be
kecping up their fight for an independent Bengali nation despite a
massive display of strength by the Pakistan armed forces.” The
Djakarta Times reported on 2 April, 1971, "The young men have
gone to join the fight for East Pakistan’s independence. The
villagers were proud of their fighting men and confident of
victory”. The Strait Times published a big report on 21 Aprl,
1971, about the freedom fighters:
The rebels have a few sten guns, some old rifles, shotguns, bamboo
spears and the Dao-- a two-foot long knife like a slim line butcher’s
cleaver which is carried in a wicker basket at the hip. Some use
bow and arrows ... They have no money, no medicine, no salt, no
uniforms, no waterproof clothing (umbrellas). The lucky ones have
" sandals on their fieet...

Volume-12: Mohammad Salim (Complied and Edited), Media

and the Liberation war of bangladesh, Dhaka : Ananya, 2011
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Volume-26: Mohammad Salim (Compiled and Edited), Media
and the Liberation war of Bangladesh : Selection from the
Hindustan Standard, Dhaka : Ananya, 2019,

Contents of this Volume :

Chapter-1 ; Mujibnagar Government

Chapter-2 : Refugee

Chapter-3 ; War

Volume-27: Media and The Liberation war of Bangadesh
(Muntassir Mamoon & Mahbubar Rahman), Dhaka :

Ananya, 2020
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T | 4% e Ao P : Inside Bangladesh (pp. 1-116),
Genocide (pp. 117-182), Mujibnagar Government (183-224),

Muktibahini and Resistance (pp. 225-253), Refugees (pp. 257-
296).

2(¥). Elahi, Maudood (Compiled by), Assignment Bangladesh’
71: A Chronology of Events as seen by the World Press,
Dhaka: Momin Publications, 1999,
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1 Democracy and Deprivation (pp. 11-68)

2 March to Freedom (pp. 69-238)

3 Repression and Resistance (pp. 239.402)

4 Diplomacy and Destiny (pp. 403-526)

3 Valour and Victory (pp. 527-672)

6 Success and Scenario (pp. 673-720)

7 The Birth of a Nation (pp. 721-728)

8 Appendices :

(A) List of journals and Political Comentators

(B) List of Newspapers, Periodicals and other Media Sources

(C) List of Persons acting against the Cause of Bangladesh as
identified in this volume,
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Bangladesh Liberation War, Dhaka: Ayman Shams
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(March 27-28, 1971), International Herald Tribune Yahya
denounces Mujib as a Traitor : Sharp fighting reported in East
Pakistan revolt™:
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(March 30, 1971), Intermational Hearld Tribune: *Dacea Civilians
stunned by killings, wimess says’;

{Apnl 3, 1971), The Daily Telegraph: “Mass killings in temror Compaign
by Pakistan Army”;

(April 5, 1971}, The Daily Telegraph : “India cannot siand silent
on Bengal, Says Mrs Gandhi":

(April 13, 1971), The Times: "Witness 1o a Massacre in East
Pakistan':

(April 13, 1971), International Herald Tribune : *East Pakistan
proclaims its Independence’;

(April 24-25, 1971), International Herald Tribune: *Bangladesh
issues Appeal for recognition as a nation”:

(July 4, 1971), The Observer: *“The Bengal Guerrillas step up
Bombing®;

(July 10, 1971), The Economist: *“The Mulkti Fouj 1s still fighting';
(July 23, 1971), The Daily Telegraph: ‘Guerrillas regain market town
in East Pakistan";

(August 2, 1971), Newsweek: ‘Bengal: The Murder of a people’;
(August 2, 1971), Time: “Pakistan: The Ravaging of Golden
Bengal’;

(August 17, 1971), International Herald Tribune: * After visiting
refugees in India Kennedy hits Pakistan ‘Genocide’;

(December 5, 1971), Sunday Telegraph : ‘India’s invasion to crush
East Pakistan 36 Plane Down, Says Yahya Khan';

(December 6, 1971), The Daily Telegraph : ‘Russia Stops UL N, call
for cease-Fire™

(December 7, 1971), The Times - ‘Bangladesh Fecopnized as
Independent State by India’;

%) Islam, Major Rofiqul (Pse, retd.), Genocide in

Bangladesh: Harrowing Accounts af some Eye-witness
and the extracts from the Press, Dhaka: Upoma
Prokashani, 1991,
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‘attack on indigenous armed militia®, *terror on unarmed civilians’
‘genocide’, “annihilation of Hindus', "will the killing stop®, "26-
hour chromicle of the Dhaka Drama®, *massacre in Pakistan®, *the
Slaughter in East Pakistan®, *mass murders in Bengal', *Blood of
Bangladesh’, "Death in East Pakistan', "Genocide in East Pakistan’,
arc the cxcellent testimomies to the genocide. This book also
contains illustrations of genocide.
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(USA): New York Times, Baltimore Sun, Washingion Post,

(UK), Daily Telepraph, Guardian, News, Statesmen, Times,
Economist, Sunday Times, Observer, Sunday Telegraph,
Evening Standard, Financial Times, Daily Mirror, Sun,
Worker Pregs, Daily Mail,

(Canberra). The Age;

(Kathmandu): Mother land, New Herald ﬁ;hum::

(India): Hindustan Thnes, Frontfer, Compus, Hindusian
Standard, New Age, Statesman, Durpan, Times of (ndia,
Patriot, The Hindu; .

(Jambia); Sunday Times;

(China): South Ching Morning Post;

{Australia): Australian paper,

(Malaysia): States Tines Nan hiang Miang, Utusun;

(East Berlin): New Doetsh Land,

(Mujibnagar): JopBangla, ete,
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Simon Dnng, Reporter, Daily Telegraph, (March 30, 1971),
“Tanks crush revolt in Pakistan: 7000 slaughtered, homes burned”®,
Loren Jenkins, Mewsweek, April 5, 1971; ‘Pakistan Plenges into
civil war'.
Anthony Mascarenhas, Sundey times, 13 June 1971 : ‘Genocide’
(Why the refugee fled; the truckloads of human targets; A pencil
flick, a man disposed; This is Genocide; Fire and Murder their
vengeance; A ‘parade’ and a knowing wink; Colonisation of East
Bengal, Army committed to remain’, The Universities ‘sorted
out').
Amir tahen, kayhan (International}, 27 July 1971; ‘“The reluctant
president’, (Soldiers at heart; Free elections; compromise with
Mujib; By-Elections in the East; Disqualified Deputies; Civilian
government; High Treason; Under Pressure;),
Laoren Jenkins, Newsweek, August 2, 1971: 'Bengal: The Murder of a
people’.
Viratelle, The Daily Le monde (Paris), October 2, 1971 *Pakistan:
President yahya Khan is Trying to regain Bengalis’ Confidence”.
Malcolm M. Browne, New York Times, October 11, 1971:
'Horrors of East Pakistan Tuming hope into Dispair’,
Unknown, News week, 8 November, 1971: "A war wailing to
happen’.
Edward Clain, Mewsweek, Nme:mber 15, 1971: *A talk with
Indian Prime Minister Gandhi® (On war with Pakistan; On
supporting the Bengalis; On the Bengali Refugees; On the Break
up of Pakistan; On Soviet Aid to India; On Yahya Khan:)
The Sunday Times (December 19, 1971): 'Dacca Murders
Exposcd: Bangla Elite Dead in a Pitch’.

@, FrETESE (CNET )
3foqra feTF AT MATEST woenzsE Jest, e
Terraw 8 FEAP, Yferes W Frifew e wioyy aeEoaE-

AT e e Bemm sae




v, fire sfifes, weafs, wofise, S afifes
TMANE e ATTETT AT TG R ET Ty e
SFPS B | Areew A AT 7 AU W Sien
U, BT G SFCITA (N G W A 0w G g
mmﬁmmmﬁmmmmmm
ﬁmmﬁm#uw.mﬁﬁﬂ,ﬁrwﬁﬁum
TG AT U T oAl T, YT R
T fifty wfewer il oup o Arwresrs gt wrary
TR W T | T s Gy Rrnfier s, e fafey
=olt e @ SRS Wot st Ty - e wers Sy S
U REE TEUE WA IEET TN NE-e e <emm mal
TSI WY TAE, T WA (e InEneoeT s
*ffErn afbrares, Rrar Trare wferr wom =28 o s
T - W wiewele feqrwn Warwm ewperd
BT | T GOMICA SO AT S8 FETER | G BT
SR e e a0 ofvy, e Sivw 2fe arg Sys =
T | wi frme ‘awrarmm wiMEr e oy aews e
MEAH (werw 8o ¥4 AFE o (o s olem TasE
e 41, AT wed 2y T ofew, tay-uT T @, TR
T T, ity aiafes we e o amr ewo e
A, AR o o) AreeTE 39B TIEE aee
e | M afEbiieene sfegen TroreeE dut @
g e aare ‘AT s 3R e g e
BT sfraadt fFEpr| Shvb @ Shka A ‘afETE saEEr
Ire Afle Sfegs s ow TemTE et e
T W W (T s R iR e goem geg
BI] ¥ | AP WS WS S et T, S e
Zall, Frfrew, ot Yol famre Wi ewrnifa ofar g
WETH M @ WA 3ot W T dhna-s000
AT oo AEFT ddoo WHI AN Frwteww g v v
Whiﬂﬂﬁ'ﬁfﬁﬁw}hﬁﬂtﬁ[ﬂﬁﬂﬁmiﬂﬂﬂﬁ
A1) Avefrs T 79| W ATy T dseRR AR fig
TrErY =41 gl

yaf ey e yfeepE a s




T AEE (FH ANE I IfETE shay ¢ T
e e wewem 9o AfEGR
Wi TEE | Areremrmen
awgt: | SRS | e aﬂT
3, FHAL, e 4a a-§ ) e
R e, e = g o3 o
B, T, I WG -5 20 289
8. THE, T8 40 -8 & 189
2. FHAL, ] 40 -8 ex) 388
. Foa], A8 49 -8 ) =TT
q, Ala=iler, = = -8 a3 208
V. afF=ier, Fedis a-B Bl 2
=, AT, wa 4n -8 a5 248
3, Ta=eT, T W -8 B 383
ah. AT, ST W ] 8§ CT] e
a3, WrmTeE, eE Ue d-8 ey YT
¥, T, T 48 -8 Bo Tl
38, e, &9 4% d-8 8 280
M, oL, RS =5 a-8 whr 283
3, BRI, #4T g -8 3 28
34, FarErn, fostm 1 -8 8o 28y
Ste, | ATECE, #wE WG -3 do 383
Y. ATEIAT, (AATH 45 a-B a4 4By
P Birid

LLILTE
3.

: WA WiEeld) cerls AW ACan GAwied HEA| | 9% 04 Sl
STETILA S WS |

ffre onFE, o W A, AEACTE eTmE ifemr
BT, WO SR (FOL), WYY § o, TEPE  ERiiies
W AT OIEE, sobe, . aBe-auE; N, MEW I,
“gftrere Wiemm TeafEre oy gfbeoe SR Bem, sy
BB, 2033, 9. 33-kd |
Sheclendra K. Singh and others (ed.), Hﬂngfﬂdﬁ.l'r Dacuments
Ministry of External Affairs,

(Wal.l & 2), New Delhi
Government of India, 1999,

o, CTET W W, 9T oFF ety we, IR SR, 3058 |

{rers)

AR TEred SReem B v




